REPEAL OF THE DRIVER
RESPONSIBILITY PROGRAM:
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS
JUNE 2019
The Texas legislature passed a bill to repeal the Driver Responsibility Program
this session (H.B. 2048), and it was signed into law by the Governor in June. The
bill will go into effect on September 1, 2019. This document is intended to
answer common questions about how the repeal will work.
(1) I HEARD THE DRIVER RESPONSIBILITY PROGRAM (“DRP”) WAS REPEALED. WHAT
DOES THIS MEAN?
The bill passed by the Texas legislature eliminates the DRP entirely, including all past, present, and
future surcharges. This means any surcharges owed as of September 1, 2019, will no longer be
owed. And no surcharges will be assessed after September 1, 2019.
Approximately 1 million individuals’ driver’s license suspensions will be lifted on September 1,
because the DRP is the only reason these individuals’ driver licenses are currently suspended; they
have no other underlying suspensions.
Another estimated 500,000 individuals’ driver’s licenses will remain suspended after their DRP
surcharges are eliminated because their licenses are suspended due to other enforcement actions in
addition to the DRP, such as suspensions for certain criminal convictions, entry into the Failure to
Appear/Pay database, and other DPS enforcement actions.
(2) I’VE ALREADY PAID MY SURCHARGES. WILL I GET A REFUND?
No. Although all unpaid DRP surcharges will be eliminated on September 1, 2019, there will not be
reimbursement for any DRP surcharges that have already been paid through the program.
(3) I OWE SURCHARGES RIGHT NOW. SHOULD I PAY THEM?
You might decide not to make payments on outstanding DRP surcharges, knowing that they will be
eliminated as of September 1. Your decision could depend on your particular situation:
•

If your driver’s license is already suspended due to the DRP, continuing not to pay will not
change your current situation.

•

If your license is not already suspended and you stop making payments, your driver’s license
will likely be suspended until the program ends in September. With a suspended driver’s
www.TexasAppleseed.org

|

www.FairDefense.org

license, you may receive a ticket for driving with an invalid license, and in certain
circumstances, may be arrested if you are stopped by law enforcement.
•

If you are eligible for the Indigency Program, it’s worth applying to that program right now in
order to have your surcharges waived. If your income is 125% or below the federal poverty
level, you qualify. (To see what percentage of the federal poverty level your income is, enter
your annual household income and family size in this calculator:
www.nccp.org/tools/converter/). If your application is granted, you will not need to pay
anything.

•

Similarly if you are eligible for the Incentive Program, you should apply now. Your income
needs to be 125% to 300% of the federal poverty level to qualify (calculator here:
www.nccp.org/tools/converter/). If your application is granted, you will have 6 months to pay
your reduced surcharge amount. Because the DRP will end during that 6 month period, you will
not need to pay anything. This means that if your gross income is under 300% of the
federal poverty level, if you apply for the incentive program you will not need to pay any
surcharges.

•

Instructions to apply to either the Indigency or Incentive Programs can be found at
www.txsurchargeonline.com/Indigence.aspx.

(4) MY DRIVER'S LICENSE IS SUSPENDED BECAUSE I OWE SURCHARGE DEBT. WHAT
STEPS DO I NEED TO TAKE TO GET MY LICENSE BACK?
That depends on a number of things including how long your license has been suspended, whether
you owe reinstatement fees, and whether you have other suspensions or holds.
If unpaid DRP surcharges are the only reason for your suspension and you owe no reinstatement
fees for other suspensions, your license will be automatically reinstated on September 1. To check if
you have other suspensions or owe reinstatement fees, go to www.texas.gov/driver and select “Driver
License Reinstatement & Status.” If your license is suspended under other programs in addition to the
DRP, you will need to satisfy the requirements of those programs before you obtain a valid license.
Even if you have no other suspensions or reinstatement fees, you may need to renew or obtain a
copy of your driver’s license. For example, if you need a duplicate copy of your license because it has
been taken away, you will need to order one through DPS for $11. If your license has expired during
the suspension period, you will need to renew it through DPS for $25. This can usually be done
online at www.texas.gov/driver; select “Driver License/ID Renewal/Replacement.”
(5) WILL I HAVE TO TAKE A DRIVING TEST WITH DPS?
If your driver’s license has been expired for more than two years, you will need to apply and re-test for
a driver’s license. These tests include a written test, vision test, and driving test.
(6) I’M CURRENTLY ON A PAYMENT PLAN FOR DRP SURCHARGES. HOW DOES THIS
AFFECT ME?
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Your payments will continue to be due on a monthly basis until September 1. If you miss a payment
before then, your license will likely be suspended in a matter of days. However, beginning September
1, you should stop making payments. After this date, you owe nothing and do not need to make any
additional payment to DPS related to DRP surcharges.
(7) I ALSO HAVE OMNIBASE HOLDS DUE TO UNPAID TICKETS. HOW ARE THOSE
AFFECTED BY THIS CHANGE IN THE LAW?
In short, they are not affected. It’s very common for a person to have both a suspension for not paying
DRP surcharges and an OmniBase hold for not paying a fine at the same time. Only the DRP
surcharges are affected by the new law. The OmniBase holds are not affected.
To check to see if you have OmniBase holds, go to www.texasfailuretoappear.com/search.php and
search by your driver’s license number and date of birth. To lift an OmniBase hold, you will need to
either pay the fine owed or work out an alternative way to resolve what you owe with the court, usually
through a payment plan to pay in monthly installments or through community service. To arrange one
of these options, contact the court that has placed the OmniBase hold directly.
(8) I HAVE AN ADDITIONAL SUSPENSION FOR ANOTHER REASON. WILL THE NEW LAW
IMPACT THAT SUSPENSION TOO?
The new law only impacts suspensions for not paying DRP surcharges. If you have a suspension for
any other reason, like a DWI charge, a drug possession conviction, driving with an invalid license, or
driving without insurance, that suspension will not change come September. To see what types of
suspensions or holds you have that are preventing you from renewing your driver’s license visit
www.texas.gov/driver and select “Driver License Reinstatement & Status.”
(9) DO I HAVE TO PAY A REINSTATEMENT FEE? WHAT IF I CAN’T AFFORD TO PAY A
REINSTATEMENT FEE?
Approximately 350,000 individuals whose driver’s licenses are suspended due to unpaid Driver
Responsibility Program surcharges will still need to pay a reinstatement fee that is not related to the
DRP repeal before they can reinstate their license. Upon payment of that fee, these individuals’
licenses will be reinstated if they have no other suspensions.
Individuals can check if they have reinstatement fees by going to www.texas.gov/driver and selecting
“Driver License Reinstatement & Status.” You can pay the fees online or through the mail.
Unfortunately, there is no program to reduce or waive reinstatement fees. If you have no other holds
then once the reinstatement fees are paid you will be able to either request a copy of your driver’s
license, renew your driver’s license, or, if your driver’s license has been expired for more than two
years, apply and re-test for a driver’s license.
(10) I HEAR THERE IS A LAWSUIT CHALLENGING THE DRP. WHAT’S GOING TO HAPPEN
WITH THE PENDING LAWSUIT AND WILL I POSSIBLY RECEIVE DAMAGES?
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There is currently a lawsuit against DPS for the DRP program. That case is still pending, and it is
unclear what impact repeal will have on it. However, monetary damages in that lawsuit were not
requested, so you will not be eligible to receive damages.

(11) WHY DO WE HAVE TO WAIT UNTIL SEPTEMBER 1 FOR THE NEW LAW TO GO INTO
EFFECT?
Most new laws in Texas, unless otherwise specified, become law at the beginning of the new fiscal
year, which begins September 1. That's why the repeal bill has an effective date of September 1.
(12)

WHERE CAN I READ THE BILL?

You can read the text of H.B. 2048 here: bit.ly/2XpT70L. Click on the icon on the row marked
'Enrolled' to read the final version of the bill that was sent to the governor. The bill text will pop up in a
new window or browser tab.
(13)

WHERE CAN I GET MORE INFORMATION OR ASK ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS?

For specific information about your Texas driver’s license and how the DRP repeal impacts you, email
the Texas Department of Public Safety at DRPRepeal@dps.texas.gov. This is a special email
address that has been created to answer the public’s questions related to the DRP repeal. You can
also call the DPS customer service line at (512) 424-2600 though the wait time to speak to someone
if often lengthy.
For more information about driver’s license suspensions on account of unpaid fines and fees and
policy solutions to address them, read our report at http://stories.texasappleseed.org/driven-by-debt.
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